Remarks 

s ilk itsh c m tided CI dm " o eeite 1 t lye i eguatestiu strateb een 
the fibers (and not into individual fibers). 

Claim 7 has been amended to remove the "forming of fiber-entangled substrate"' language 
$nd to reinsei e - eds t ai nly containing" language I'ha tin the 

last Response. 

New Claim 1 0 is similar to Claim 5. However, it recites ibat die colors are ''consisting of bat 
least one of each yellow, red and blue pigments. New Claim 1 1 is the same as Claim 6 except that it 
v>m rcn ' 

Consideration on t.he merits is also respectfully requested. 

Claims 5-8 stand rejected under 35 USC §112 as failing to comply with the written 
deserip ement. Siraiiai j t 1 t g cted to i i ovide propel 

antecedent basis for selected claimed subject matter. 

The rejection recites that the new men Dns where tthe pigments are "imp carted > the 
uitratme polyester fibers" within the fiber entangled substrate is not supported. The Applicants 
respectfully submit that there is direct suppoitfor that language in paragraph 1 01 03 j which states that 
the poiyurethane solution was immersed into the island fibers and "the impregnated libers" were 
c s ,N ss d Reference to "t s ted rs" in that text pi des p :> f r > 1 e 

polyurethane being impregt 1 between tho mrs asmm 1. 'b j , c ion s 

)cci rdin resp< i 11 rec t st a 

Claims 1 and 7 stand rejected under 35 USC §103 over the hypothetical combination of 
Stretcher with Shioda. The Applicants note with appreciation the Examiner's detailed comments 
hypothetical iy applying the combination against those claims. Trie Applicants nonetheless 
respectfully submit that one skilled in the ait would have no incentive to make the combination,, but 
in any event, the combination would still fail to result in the subject matter of Claims 1 and 7. 
Reasons are set forth below, 

The rejection states that Shioda teaches the -claimed invention above but tails to specifically 
teach that the p e< ns st one each of yellow, red and 1 I I 

e e so ist St (oh to cure t t deficient 1 e Vppl cars! respectfully sub i 



4 



Shioda actually does disclose red and blue pigments along with perylene group, black pigment on 
page 9 of the English translation. Thus, it appears as if the rejection would need to rely on Streieher 
for the provision of yellow pigment. Thus, this inclusion of blue and red pigments in Shioda hardly 
provides motivation for one skilled in the art to look to Streieher. However, irrespective of the lack 
of motivation, that combination would stili produce a different artificial leather and a different 
methodology with respect to Claims 1 and 7. 

This can be seen by reference vo the Applicants' specification wherein a number of 
experiments were conducted. There; are four examples and four comparative examples as show n in 
Tabic 1 on page 25 of the Applicants" specification. Each of Examples 1-4 contain yellow, red and 
bhk pigment 1) i ise oOK' hand To w i i H i sp v i K 

perylene type pigment. I i s the same type oi ent t 5 < i < i j v. <. > 

the S 1 ing to Shioda is explicitly set forth m paragi plw 00 3 ^ j 

0*U ] ,i w 1 i o. l t . iht v<u 4 0 S - u t<>- lt v\ n 

other color pigments such as the red and blue pigments. 

In event, the esencei the as igrnenthas t fret nthe esultmg artificial 

leather. This can be seen in the tight-hand most column with respect to the discoloration ratio after 
reduction cleaning. The discoloration ratio is 63% in Comparative Example 4 with the perylene 
black pigment. This is radically higher than any of Examples 1-4 (and any of Comparative Examples 
l-3 : f This is problematic as discussed in the Applicants' specification in the background section in 
pa agra hs [00 fe 6 

hm u „an v. ^ ^ m su m., ofe ! icsim i_> b |\ > < u<A pigment 

have a very high discoloration ratio which is undesirable, inclusion of the red and blue pigments 
also disclosed b\ Shioda and yellow pigments {as well as red and blue pigments) as taught by 
st c c voi dt care this < c < s iaied with the pre i e peryien pe ick 
pigments of Shioda. 

Such a struct* e is completely ft Clain lasmuch. as aim ecites ha the 

scoloration rat less. Comparati I t -mom* u 

three mis 1 s i this clain i range 1 ms the App cants respec ull subi tit tin 
combination of Streieher with Shioda is completely inapplicable to the subject matter of Claim 7. 
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The Applicants also respectfully submit that the combtna* o is inapplicable to Claims 10 and 
1 1 inasmuch as those claims specifically exclude ihs presence of black pigment by utilization of the 
term "consisting of.'* 

With respect to Claim 5. the rejection slates on page S, ones 13-18, that ''It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skil l in the art at the time the invention was made to also include yellow, 
red and blue pigments selected from ... motivated by the desire to create a suede sheet material 
having a natural brown color while exhibiting excellent durability to light and resistance to 
discoloration and lading." The Applicants do not agree. In Streicher, the effects of exhibiting 
exud mU b' > J i o 5 ^ ui lis i] a i u) s r . s,J i f t t dw n 
method of Stretcher, i.e., dyeing leather with a pigment in an aqueous liquor under specified 
conditions. The aforementioned effects of Stretcher are not derived by including yellow, red and 
blue pigments. If one skilled in the art combined Streicher with Shioda motivated by the desire to 
create a suede shot t : atet < 1 has ing a natural brown color while exhibiting excellent durability to 
ligh noresis > discolorath id lit person « Id ep e the ysi earners eCbj 

the dyeing method of Streicher which does not contain a step ofmixing a polyurethane solution with 
pigments. The dyed leather sheets of Streicher do not contain polyurethane at all. Hence*: even if 
Shipda and Streicher were hypothctically combined, the subject matter of Claim 5 would not be 
obtained. 

Claims 6 and 8 stand rejected under 35 USC §103 overthefnrt.net > > 1 . *. , i , i i >\ 
ofFedain with Streicher and Shioda. The Applicants respectfully subn tthatPeda ills to cure the 
deficiency set forth above with respect to Stretcher unci Shioda. Withdrawal of the rejection is 
accordingly respectfully requested. 

k light of the foregoing, the Applicants respectfully submit that the application is now in 
condition foi (low nee, w his espectful equested 

Respectfully submitted. 




T. Daniel hbhnstenbury 

Reg. No. 31,750 

Attorney tor the Applicants 

TDC/vbm 
(215)656-338! 
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